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INEQUALITYIS 

Ai-jen Poo on building movements to challenge inequality 

This video transcript is from an interview with Ai-jen Poo, director of Caring Across 
Generations and co-founder and director of the National Domestic Workers Alliance. It’s 
part of the Ford Foundation’s InequalityIs series, featuring leaders in a wide range of 
fields talking about what inequality looks like from their vantage point, what they’re 
doing about it, and where they see other opportunities for change. 

Transcript begins. 

[An Asian woman with dark hair tucked behind her ears, wearing a royal-blue 
sweater, sits for an interview in an apartment with a white bookcase in the 
background.] 

AI-JEN POO: If you look closely, all across the country there are the seeds of how 
everyday people and movements are transforming inequality. Inequality is one of the 
most defining issues of our time. But it’s not our future. 

[InequalityIs logo. A graphic black equal sign. A slash of yellow paint runs 
through it, from top right to bottom left. Text in the upper bar reads, “Hashtag 
Inequality Is.” Beneath the logo, on-screen text reads, “Ai-Jen Poo, Co-director, 
Caring Across Generations.”] 

[A framed portrait of an older Asian woman wearing glasses and a scarf.] 

These are pictures of me with my grandmother in Taiwan. I really was her shadow. I 
followed her around everywhere. 

[Ai-jen turns the pages of a photo album. Images of her as an infant and toddler 
in her grandmother’s arms. On another page, her grandmother sits at a table 
before an array of colorful game pieces, smiling.] 

This is my grandmother playing mah-jongg. She will, on occasion, let me win. This is 
Mrs. Sun and my grandmother. 

[A black-and-white photo. A middle-aged Asian woman stands behind Ai-jen’s 
grandmother, brushing her hair.] 

Today my grandmother is 89 and Mrs. Sun takes care of her. I really do see the 
experience of caregivers in this country as emblematic of inequality today. The average 
wages of someone like Mrs. Sun in this country is $13,000 per year. Compounding that 
reality of working incredibly hard and still living in poverty is the fact that a tremendous 
number of our caregivers are immigrants, undocumented immigrants trapped in the 
shadows without basic labor protections. And that is what we have to transform. 



[Footage of a protest march. Women of different ages and ethnicities, wearing T-
shirts and holding signs that read, “100 Women, 100 Miles, Pilgrimage to the 
Pope.” Neighborhood spectators cheer as the marchers pass along a sidewalk.] 

The reason why I believe we can transform inequality is because I’ve seen the power 
and the magic of what happens when people come together and decide to build a 
movement together. We actually have as a country common dreams, to have access to 
opportunity, to take care of our families, to learn, to love. Social movements allow us to 
have a collective expression of those dreams. 

[on-screen text: Join the conversation. InequalityIs.org] 

[on-screen graphic: Inequality Is logo] 

End of transcript. 
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