
anthony d. romero is executive director of the 
American Civil Liberties Union, the nation’s premier defender of 
liberty and individual freedom. Romero is the ACLU’s sixth executive
director, and the fi rst Latino and openly gay man to serve in that 
capacity. In 2005, Romero was named one of Time magazine’s 25 
Most Infl uential Hispanics in America, and he has received dozens 
of public service awards.

Romero co-authored “In Defense of Our America: The Fight for Civil 
Liberties in the Age of Terror” with Dina Temple-Raston, an NPR 
correspondent. The 2007 book takes a critical look at civil liberties in 
this country at a time when constitutional freedoms are in peril.

Born in New York City to parents who hailed from Puerto Rico, Romero 
was the fi rst in his family to graduate from high school. He is a graduate 
of Stanford University Law School and Princeton University’s Woodrow 
Wilson School of Public Policy and International Affairs. 

michel martin is an award-winning journalist who hosts 
“Tell Me More” on National Public Radio. Martin joined NPR from ABC 
News, where she had worked since 1992. She served as correspondent 
for ABC’s “Nightline” from 1996 to 2006. Before joining ABC, Martin 
covered local politics for The Washington Post and politics and policy 
at The Wall Street Journal, where she was the White House correspon-
dent. She has also been a regular panelist on the PBS series “Washing-
ton Week” and a contributor to “NOW with Bill Moyers.”

Martin has been honored by numerous organizations and received 
various awards, including an Emmy award and three additional Emmy 
nominations.

A native of Brooklyn, N.Y., Martin graduated cum laude from Radcliffe 
College at Harvard University in 1980 and has done graduate work at 
Wesley Theological Seminary in Washington, D.C. 

     2:00 pm  Break, atrium
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2:25 pm  Live Demo: Internet Censorship

2:40 pm Hacking Our Way Back To Democracy

Unseen to most of us, the platforms that once promised so much interconnectivity 
are gradually being watched, walled and fragmented. How will freedom of expression 
survive the digital transition? What do philanthropists need to know in order to 
amplify voices of dissent while keeping their grantees safe? Brett Solomon, Solana 
Larsen, John Palfrey and Duy Hoang share their thoughts in a conversation with 
Ethan Zuckerman.

brett solomon is the co-founder and executive director of 
Access, a nonprofi t human rights organization. The mission of Access 
is to ensure open global Internet access and an uncensored and secure 
digital sphere. It seeks to create a world where citizens can be active 
participants in their future by freely exchanging information digitally. 
Prior to Access, he was the campaign director at the 6.5 million-member 
Avaaz.org, and before that the fi rst executive director of GetUp! (getup.
org.au), an Australian grassroots political organization. He founded the 
International Youth Parliament and worked for many years at both 
Oxfam Australia and Amnesty International Australia. Solomon 
completed a bachelor of law at the University of Sydney and a master’s 
degree in international law at the University of New South Wales 
in Australia. 

solana larsen is the managing editor of Global Voices Online, 
(globalvoicesonline.org) an international community of bloggers and 
Internet activists. At Global Voices, Larsen helps lead a dynamic team 
of editors and volunteers who report and translate conversations taking 
place in blogs and citizen media worldwide. Previously she was an editor 
with the global politics Web site opendemocracy.net in London. She is 
a Danish-Puerto Rican journalist and currently splits her time between 
New York and Berlin.  

john palfrey is the Henry N. Ess Professor of Law and Vice Dean 
for Library and Information Resources at Harvard Law School and a 
faculty director of the Berkman Center for Internet and Society at 
Harvard University. He is a graduate of Harvard College, the University 
of Cambridge, and Harvard Law School.

Palfrey is a regular commentator on network news programs (CNN, 
MSNBC, CNBC, Fox News, NPR and BBC) and co-author of “Born 
Digital: Understanding the First Generation of Digital Natives.” The 
2008 book explores a broad range of issues, from the highly 
philosophical to the purely practical: What is the Internet’s impact on 
creativity and learning? What does identity mean for young people who 
have dozens of online profi les and avatars? What lies ahead—socially, 
professionally, and psychologically—for this generation?
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2:40 - 3:30 pm

Speakers

brett solomon
solana larsen

john palfrey 
duy hoang

Moderator

ethan zuckerman



duy hoang is the spokesperson of Viet Tan, an unsanctioned, 
pro-democracy political party in Vietnam.

Born in Saigon, Hoang left Vietnam in April 1975 at the age of 3. Before 
becoming a full-time democracy activist, he was a principal fi nancial 
offi cer at the International Finance Corporation, the private-sector arm 
of the World Bank, where he was responsible for IFC’s local currency 
fi nancing programs in Asia and Eastern Europe. During his trips to 
Vietnam for the IFC, he observed the tremendous potential of the 
nation’s people, while also seeing the necessity of democracy to 
harness Vietnam’s promise. 

Hoang has testifi ed before U.S. congressional committees on human 
rights issues and has written for the Wall Street Journal, Asia Times 
Online and leading Vietnamese-language publications. 

He holds a bachelor’s degree from the University of California, 
Davis, and an M.B.A. from the University of Chicago Graduate School 
of Business. 

ethan zuckerman is a senior researcher at the Berkman 
Center for Internet and Society at Harvard University and a fellow 
at MIT’s Center for Future Civic Media. His research focuses on the 
distribution of attention in mainstream and new media, the use of 
technology for international development and how activists utilize 
new media technologies.

With Rebecca MacKinnon, Zuckerman co-founded the international 
blogging community Global Voices. Global Voices showcases news 
and opinions from citizen media in more than 150 nations and 30 
languages, publishing editions in 20 languages. Through Global Voices, 
Zuckerman is active in efforts to promote freedom of expression and 
fi ght censorship in online spaces.

In 2000, Zuckerman founded Geekcorps, a technology volunteer 
corps that sends IT specialists to work on projects in developing 
nations, with a focus on West Africa. Previously, he helped found 
Tripod.com, one of the Web’s fi rst “personal publishing” sites. 
He blogs at ethanzuckerman.com/blog.

     3:30 pm   Break, atrium
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4:00 pm  Navigating the Global Marketplace Online

Recent studies show the U.S. broadband infrastructure is slower and more expensive 
than that of many other nations. How can we compete in a wired world, and what is 
philanthropy’s role in ensuring that we remain open for business and innovation? 
Walt Mossberg leads this discussion with Susan Crawford, Fred Wilson, 
Elana Berkowitz and Yochai Benkler. 

susan crawford is a professor at Cardozo Law School in New 
York City and a visiting research collaborator at Princeton’s Center for 
Information Technology Policy.

Crawford was a full professor at the University of Michigan Law School 
from July 2008 to July 2010. She took leave from Michigan to co-lead 
the FCC Agency Review team for the Obama-Biden transition and serve 
as Special Assistant to the President for Science, Technology, and 
Innovation Policy. Crawford is a member of the boards of Public 
Knowledge and the Telecommunications Policy Research Conference, 
and was a member of the board of directors of the Internet 
Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers from 2005 to 2008. She 
is the founder of OneWebDay and was recognized as one of Fast Com-
pany’s Most Infl uential Women in Technology (2009); an IP3 awardee 
(2010); a World Technology Network awardee (2010); and one of Pros-
pect magazine’s Top Ten Brains of the Digital Future (2011).

Crawford received her B.A. (summa cum laude, Phi Beta Kappa) and J.D. 
from Yale University. 

fred wilson has been a venture capitalist since 1987. He currently 
is a managing partner at Union Square Ventures and also founded 
Flatiron Partners. Wilson has a bachelor’s degree in mechanical 
engineering from MIT and an M.B.A. from The Wharton School of 
Business at the University of Pennsylvania. 

elana berkowitz is a consultant with McKinsey in Washington, 
D.C., an adjunct fellow in New America Foundation’s Open Technology 
Initiative and a freelance journalist.

She served as an innovation advisor in the Offi ce of Secretary Clinton at 
the State Department where she worked on a number of issues at the 
intersection of technology, development and diplomacy.  Berkowitz is 
the former economic opportunity director for the National Broadband 
Plan at the Federal Communications Commission. In that position, she 
led development of analysis and policy recommendations related to 
small businesses, entrepreneurship and economic empowerment in 
low-income communities. 

Berkowitz was also a member of the Technology, Innovation and 
Government Reform policy group of the Obama-Biden Transition Team 
and a researcher for Google.org on technologies and apps that facilitate 
access to information for economic, educational and civic opportunity.12

4:00 - 4:45 pm

Speakers

susan crawford
fred wilson

elana berkowitz
yochai benkler

Moderator

walt mossberg



yochai benkler is the Berkman Professor of Entrepreneurial 
Legal Studies at Harvard University and co-director of the Berkman 
Center for Internet and Society at Harvard. 

His books include “The Wealth of Networks: How Social Production 
Transforms Markets and Freedom” (2006), which won academic awards 
in political science, sociology and communications policy. 

In recognition of his work, Benkler was awarded the 2007 Electronic 
Frontier Foundation’s Pioneer Award and the Public Knowledge IP3 
Award in 2006. The Financial Times cited Benkler’s publication as 
“perhaps the best work yet about the fast moving, enthusiast-driven 
Internet.” Strategy and Business named it 2006’s best business book 
about the future.

His work can be freely accessed at www.benkler.org.

walt mossberg is the author and creator of the Wall Street 
Journal’s Personal Technology column, which has appeared in the paper 
every Thursday since 1991.

He is also the co-creator and co-producer of the technology industry’s 
most prestigious annual conference, D: All Things Digital, and is the 
co-executive editor of the technology Web site allthingsd.com, which 
extends the experience of the D Conference to the Web.

In addition to Personal Technology, he writes the Mossberg’s Mailbox 
column in the Wall Street Journal and edits the Mossberg Solution 
column, which is authored by his colleague Katherine Boehret.

On television, Mossberg is a regular technology commentator for the 
Fox Business Network. 
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4:50 pm Are We Wired For Change? 
  A Conversation with Philanthropic Leaders

Whatever their fi elds and areas of focus, the ability of foundations to have impact is 
increasingly dependent on how well they adapt to the wired world. In what ways does 
philanthropy need to transform itself to stay relevant? Philanthropic leaders discuss 
strategies for reinvention and renewal. Risa Lavizzo-Mourey, Luis Ubiñas and Alfred 
Spector share their thoughts with Stephanie Strom.

risa lavizzo-mourey is president and CEO of the Robert 
Wood Johnson Foundation, the nation’s largest philanthropy 
devoted exclusively to improving health and healthcare for all 
Americans. She joined the foundation in 2001 as senior vice president 
and director of the healthcare group. Previously, at the University of 
Pennsylvania, she was the Sylvan Eisman Professor of Medicine and 
Healthcare Systems and director of Penn’s Institute on Aging. 
Lavizzo-Mourey earned her medical degree from Harvard Medical 
School and an M.B.A. from the University of Pennsylvania’s Wharton 
School. She completed her residency at Brigham and Women’s Hospital 
and trained in geriatrics at the University of Pennsylvania. 

luis ubiñas is president of the Ford Foundation, the second-
largest philanthropy in the United States, which celebrates its 75th 
anniversary of philanthropic leadership in 2011.

Since assuming the presidency in 2008, Ubiñas has strengthened the 
foundation’s program strategies to increase the participation of poor 
and marginalized communities in the economic, social and political 
opportunities afforded by their societies. In particular, he has focused 
on how new technology and social media can reshape the way 
nonprofi ts deliver results for those they serve. 

Ubiñas serves on several nonprofi t, government and corporate boards 
and advisory committees, including the World Bank Advisory Council 
of Global Foundation Leaders, the UN Permanent Memorial Advisory 
Committee, and the boards of Electronic Arts, the New York Public 
Library and the Collegiate School for Boys. He was recently named by 
President Obama to serve on the U.S. Advisory Committee on Trade 
Policy and Negotiation.
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4:50 - 5:30 pm

Speakers

risa lavizzo-mourey
luis ubiñas

alfred spector

Moderator

stephanie strom



alfred spector joined Google in 2007, where he is the vice 
president of research and special initiatives. He is responsible for 
research across Google and also for a growing collection of special 
initiatives, including open source, health, and university relations. 
Recently Spector assumed executive engineering leadership for 
Google.org, an effort that uses Google’s strengths in information 
and technology to build products and advocate for policies that 
address global challenges. Spector speaks widely on research and 
innovation, and spends much time helping Google connect to the 
university research community.

Previously, Spector was vice president of strategy and technology for 
IBM’s software business, and prior to that, he was vice president of 
services and software research across IBM. He was also founder and 
CEO of Transarc Corporation, and was an associate professor of 
computer science at Carnegie Mellon University.

stephanie strom is a national correspondent for the New York 
Times. She covers philanthropic activity and nonprofi t organizations.

Strom’s previous assignments at the Times were in Tokyo and London, 
where she covered business, economics and fi nance. She 
has also covered fi nance and the retail industry as a reporter on the 
business desk of the Times.

She worked briefl y for a small newspaper in Texas, her home state, 
before joining the Times in 1988 as a clerk in its Washington bureau.

     5:30pm  Closing Remarks

     5:45 pm Reception, atrium
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Supporting Free Expression

The free fl ow of information and ideas is essential to healthy, progressive societies. At 
the Ford Foundation, our work offers space for creative expression and supports efforts 
to ensure that media systems and policies are open and equitable.

why it matters
Free expression is central to all other freedoms. As change in our communities becomes 
more constant and as ideas, technologies and people are moving more rapidly within and 
among countries, our work promotes the right of all people to connect more deeply with 
others and fi nd meaningful ways to participate. We do this by investing in creative and 
intellectual capital.

the focus of our work
Our work supports policies that ensure equal access to all media platforms, promotes social 
justice content in media, and fosters documentary fi lms that explore the social justice issues 
on which the foundation focuses.

We also invest in the creative capital of underserved communities by supporting arts spaces 
that embrace marginalized voices and diverse audiences.

In the United States, we support religious leaders and institutions that engage in public 
efforts to promote justice and equity as well as media-based efforts to promote informed, 
diverse and necessary dialogue on the public role of religion.

All of this work focuses on developing a better-informed and engaged citizenry, and 
encouraging creative contributions to public participation in civic life. 
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Join the conversation on Twitter  
#wired4c

Need wi-fi access?     
username: wired     
password: wfc

For more information:
fordfoundation.org/wired-for-change

Ford Foundation
320 East 43rd Street
New York, N.Y. 10017

fordfoundation.org


